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DETAILED ACTION 

102 Rejections Withdrawn 

The rejection of claims 1, 3-6, 9, 16 and 20 under 35 USC 102(b), outlined in the 
previous Office Action, is withdrawn in response to applicant's amendment and 
arguments. With respect to claims 5 and 16, the amendment cancels the claims. With 
respect to the remaining claims, as applicant correctly points out in the response, the 
previous examiner had factually misinterpreted the cited reference. The rejection is 
untenable. 

103 Rejections Withdrawn 

The rejection of claims 2, 7, 8, 10-15 and 17-19 under 35 USC 103(a), outlined in 
the previous Office Action, is withdrawn in response to applicant's amendment and 
arguments. As stated above, the previous examiner had factually misinterpreted the 
central reference. The rejection is untenable. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-4, 6-15 and 17-20 are allowed. The following is a statement of reasons 
for the indication of allowable subject matter: 

The key limitations of the instant invention with regard to the prior art are the 
upper limit on the amount of tertiary amine formed (less than 3% by weight), and the 
lower yield limit of the secondary amine (at least 97%). 
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The closest prior art appears to be US 4,373,107, cited by applicant in the IDS, 
which teaches a process for preparing N-alkyl-alkyenediamines. In particular, example 
5, the example closest to the instant invention with respect to limiting the production of 
tertiary amine, teaches the reaction of ethylene diamine (a primary diamine), hydrogen 
and acetaldehyde over Pd/C at 7 kg/cm2 (100 psi) at 80" C (column 3 line 18). Table I 
(column 4 line 9) teaches that the products are 92.3% mono adduct and 1% bis-mono 
adduct. That is, the other possible products (tertiary amines adducts), either as a 
mixture or alone, are well above the tertiary amine concentration limitation of the instant 
invention. The prior art process neither teaches nor suggests applicant's invention. Nor 
would it have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the process of the 
prior art in order to arrive at that of the instant invention. There is no motivation to do 
so. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eartier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian J. Davis whose telephone number is 571-272- 
0638. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Johann Richter can be reached on 571-272-0646. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Brian J. Davis 
March 13, 2006 



